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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, AG 

SUBJECT: BOUTEFLIKA TO RABAT 

REF: RABAT 3166 

1. GOA FOREIGN MINISTER BOUTEFLIKA LEFT ALGIERS 1 JULY FOR 
RABAT TO MEET WITH HASSAN IN EVENING. BOUTEFLIKA BEARING 
PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE. 

2. TRIP PRESENTED LOCALLY AS IN RABAT AS RETURN TO LARAKI 
VISIT HERE AND LOCAL OBSERVERS INTERPRET TRIP AS MOVE TO CALM 
FEVERS OF SPANISH SAHARAN EVENTS. 

3. TWO VIEWS OF MOTIVATION BEHIND TRIP EXPRESSED HERE. ONE 

IS THAT ALGERIANS RECOGNIZE THAT MOROCCO-MAURITANIA AGREEMENT 
HAS LIMITED ALGERIAN OPTIONS AND VISIT DESIGNED TO PUT BEST 
FACE ON INEVITABLE. OTHER IS THAT ALGERIANS SIMPLY PLAYING 
FOR TIME, WHICH THEY CALCULATE IS ON THEIR AND POLISARIO SIDE. 

WE FIND IT DIFFICULT TO BELIEVE ALGERIANS PREPARED TO GO TO 
CANOSSA.PARKER 
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